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CONFERENCE OF CHARITIES AND CORRECTIONS. 

National Conference of Charities and Correction. — Section on Law 
Breakers. — As the years go by, the National Conference of Charities antl 
Correction deals less with methodology and more with the analysis of causes 
leading to poverty and crime, in a similar way, as time has gone on, and particu- 
larly because of the annual meetings of the American Prison Association, the 
treafment of the criminal has come to occupy a subordinate place on the program 
of the National Conference of Charities and Correction. 

The basic theme of the recent Conference was the inter-relation of all forces 
leading to poverty and to crime and the necessity of the correlation and cooperation 
of those forces which seek the prevention of these evils. It is significant that 
recently the section devoted especially to the problem of crime and the treat- 
ment of the criminal has been re-named the "Section on Law Breakers." Before 
this section at the recent meeting several very important papers were read. Very 
significant was the paper of Dr. Alice Hamilton of Hull House, Chicago, who 
has conducted investigations as to the number of girls afflicted with hereditary 
syphilis and gonorrhea. Her results show most emphatically the need of physi- 
cal examinations in all institutions for women and girls in order that the spread 
of these diseases may be checked or prevented. In this connection the question 
of the most desirable methods of reformation for women was discussed. It was 
felt that the only possible hope of a woman's reformation lies it> supplying a 
training which will enable her to earn an honest livelihood. The home must 
be carefully chosen and there must be a parole supervision for a considerable 
period. 

Judge Harry Olson, Chief Justice of the Municipal Court of Chicago, read 
a paper on "Adult Probation," in which he advocated more definite laws de- 
fining the powers of judges in applying probation to adults. Judge Olson main- 
tained that probation should not apply to all offenses and that the law should 
state the crimes to which it should apply. He provoked an animated discussion 
through the statement of his belief that probation should not be applied in cases 
involving property where the amount involved should exceed $200. 

Others following Judge Olson, among them Judge Wait of Minnesota, Judge 
Robinson of Iowa, Judge Gills of the United States Federal Court, maintained 
in general that the courts are competent to name any conditions which require 
no illegal action on the part of the probationer. It was very definitely urged 
that probation should not be measured by the crime, but by the individual. 

In this connection, Miss Maud E. Miner, secretary of the New York City 
Probation Association and for a considerable period probation officer at the 
Night Court in New York City, pointed out the great difficulties attendant upon 
probation work with women of the street, and showed the comparative uselessness 
of probation in the cases of such women, unless they could be removed from their 
old environment. 

Professor Maurice Parmelee of the University of Kansas presented a care- 
fully prepared paper on a scientific basis for the treatment of problems of crim- 
inology and penology. Mr. Parmelee emphasized the necessity of utilizing vari- 
ous sciences in the study of the criminal and showed that as a basis for a con- 
sistent treatment of the criminal we must have data which can only be sup- 
plied by scientific study widely pursued. Mr. Parmelee's paper was in a measure 
a protest against a haphazard treatment of the criminal and a plea for much 
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NATIONAL PROBATION OFFICERS' ASSOCIATION. 

of the accuracy and devotion lo scientific data for which the Continental crim- 
inologists are noted. 

Mr. Bailey B. Burritt of the Stale Charities Aid Association of New York 
presented a paper (read by Homer Folks of the same association) on 
"The Public Treatment of Inebriety in New York City." Mr. Biirritt's paper 
showed the futility of treating the drunkard as a petty criminal with repeated 
short sentences to the workhouse or jail. The direct outcome of Mr. Burritt"s 
study has been the introduction and passage of a bill in the last session of 
the New York Legislature providing for a Board of Inebriety in New York City, 
which shall conduct probation work on a large scale and also administer a hospi- 
tal and an agricultural colony for inebriates. This bill has since been approved 
by the Mayor of New York City and awaits the signature of the Governor, after 
which the Board of Estimate and Apportionment of New York City may at its 
discretion appropriate a fund for the establishment of such a Board of Inebriety. 

At the general session on Thursday evening. Miss Katharine Bement Davis, 
chairman of the section on Law Breakers, departed from her written paper and 
gave a powerful extemporaneous talk on the necessity of reformatories as 
a part of a modern penal system. The audience being largely local and there 
being no reformatory in the state of Missouri the talk was most timely. 

The paper of the evening on the "Duty of the Law Maker to the Law 
Breaker" was a noteworthy contribution by Albert H. Hall of Minnesota. Mr. 
Hall's program was exhaustive, keen in insight and in a large degree workable. 
He outlined in detail remedial and preventive legislation, and emphasized particu- 
larly the need of reformation in our criminal ccnle and method of criminal pro- 
cedure O. F. L. 

National Probation Officers' Association." — Since Jime, 907, informal 
meetings of the probation officers in attendance at the annual meeting of the Na- 
tional Conference of Charities and Correction have been held. In Buffalo in 1909 
an organization known as the National Probation Officers' Association was formed. 
It is expected that this organization will meet at the same time and place as the 
National Conference of Charities and Correction, about which body there is 
collecting a group of organizations of specialists. 

At St. Louis, in June last, the National Probation Officers" Association held 
one joint meeting with the National Conference on the "Education of Backward, 
Truant and Delinquent Children;" one joint session with the children's section 
of the National Conference of Charities and Correction; and five separate sessions. 

A considerable number of judges of juvenile courts were in attendance, in 
eluding Judge DeLacy of Washington, Judge Baker of Boston, Judge Mack of 
Chicago, Judge Porterfield of Kansas City, Judge Nash of Buffalo, Judge Addams 
of Cleveland, Judge Jewell of Grand Rapids and Judge Shock of Topeka. 

A large number of probation officers representing all sections of the country 
were present, as was also a numlier of private citizens interested in probation. 
The atteixlance at the separate meetings ranged from fifty to two hundred persons. 

The program was unlike that of any other organization meeting in St. Louis 
in connection with the National Conference of Charities. There were no formal 
papers whatever. The president of the association, Mr. Homer Folks, who was 
to have read an opening paper, was imable to arrive itntil a later session. A pro- 

'Furnished by I-Iomer Folks, president of the association. 
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